~ SAIF AL-ADEL
New Qaeda commander.

Osama bin Laden's
guard has taken OVer
Qaeda’s ili

as

Qaeda.”

he is their

e to fature attacks.

Bin Laden
hodyguard
nromoted

By ED ROBINSON o
body--

. com-
mander, a terror expert sal

oday.
Saif al-Adel took OVET t_he

“They chose him because
most competent
man and he fits into the fypr '

L

By KENNETH LOVETT in
Albany and NILES LATHEM

in Richmond, Ya.

A r.igarette—smuggling
Pﬂg that was recently bus-
Lec‘l in New York and Vir-
ginia is being - robed for
fes to a deadly Middle
Fastérn terrorist Eroub.
The Post has learned.

Two 'mde?endent
sources with know edge of
the investi
eral officials b 1 e
noneyI:
_Hegbollah, an
| Islamic group
al | Tebanom.

A senior federal investi-
iator on the case also con-
irmed the investigation,
saying law-enforcement

anti-Israel
based in

post after Khalid Sheikh| “had > dvanced intelligence
Mohamumed, thernastermin information.”

of the 9/11 attacks, Was cap- «jje got Ieports that
tured, according to Rohan| they are making 2 lot of
Gunaratna, author of the money on this,” he gaid.
best-selling book “Inside Al On May 1, Paul Mculty,

the U.S. attorney for the
‘Eastern District of Vir-
ginia, announced that 10
people were arrested and

jcal al Qaeda, Islamic jihad charged with possession

mindset” Gunaratna ol and distribution of contra-

Reuters. band cigarettes, as well as
Mohammed Was arrestqd wire fraad an money

in Pakistan in March. Al laundering.

Adel may bring 2 different Concerned _aboul the

growing problem of ciga-

ation say 1ea-

e

g Ko “FepuoiN 41504 FHOA-MEN '

£002

m Bootleggers buy cugérettes in Virginia, "
where the tax pet pack is just 2.5 cents,
compared with $3 in New York City. -

woogsodAu

m The cartbhns are then taken to New York
and sold to small retailers at below-market
prices. :

goons of the ant‘l-lsr'é'él group
Hezhollah go on the marchin Beirut,

the butts into New or cigarette

e 1 )

rette—smuggling_ou{ of Vir- ported ‘tween any of the defen- known 1o fav

ginia, the federal govern; York and sold them to re ‘dants mentioned in the bootlegging 1O fund its ef-
ment set up 2 sting last tailers at below market indictment and Hezbollal, forts, particulaﬂy in the

costs. Tax officials esti- But a second source with United States.

the New york State Ta% mate the state would have Imowledge of the probe The money is often given
Department ] i lost nearly $2.5 million in said there are others being 1@ charitable DFgani.Zations
Posing as out-of-state  fax revenue. ‘nvestigated who aré e in the US. with links o
wholesalers, ithe agenis All those arrested WEre Jieved to be linked to Hez- terrorist groups, ‘he said.
laced ads in New YOI from the New York City ollah. ‘ 1¢'s also been used for po-
City papers offering cheap ~ ared and of Middle Fastern The. federal investigator litical contxibutions or o
cigarettes 0T gale from descent. A . source sai acknowledged the investi- fund public—relation_s cam-
Virginia, where the tax per they are from Yemen, Jor- gation is otill ongoing “an! paigns, including anti-wat

ack is just 23 cents, as dao and Lebanol, ‘with  there are other people in- rallies, in the U iied States.

opposed to $3 in the city, . some working at bodegas volved,” including a man n Last year, feds in Char-

A total of 7|'1,467 cartgns and newssiands. Detroit reportedly found lotte, N.C., broke up 2 ciga-

were pu:rcha_sed by the 10 - The senior federal inves- with wire transfer receipts - retie 1ing _‘'whose ptoﬁfs

suspects for 2 total of $2.2 tigator stopped “short of linking him to Hezbollah. were gaid 10 help fund

rmillion in cash. saying they have estab- Terrorism expert Harvey Hezbollah. Ten people
ok be- Kushner said Hezbollah is were convicted.

“The buyers then tra‘_ns- liched a direct link
s By gt .




