Governor David A. Paterson 

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Paterson:

 
New York is being deprived of nearly 2 billion dollars every year. During today’s economic climate, which is causing severe budget cuts resulting in a loss of jobs, New York cannot sit back and watch nearly 2 billion dollars go up in smoke every year. 

Some cigarette wholesalers are selling enormous quantities of untaxed cigarettes to Native American reservations throughout the state of New York that ultimately become bootlegged merchandise robbing the State of nearly 2 billion dollars annually. Smokers are purchasing cheap untaxed cigarettes on the black market turning their backs on the neighborhood and local convenience stores. This booming black market has put small businesses throughout New York State at a competitive disadvantage and as a result they have endured a drastic decline in cigarette revenue.

However, this issue goes beyond a competitive disadvantage to small businesses. The sale of untaxed cigarettes throughout our State has an impact on the health of New Yorkers, especially our youth, the black market creates Homeland Security consequences, and it has a disastrous affect on our State’s economy. It is unconscionable to allow the people of this great state to continue to lose almost 2 billion dollars a year due to untaxed, illegal cigarettes. New York is in need of revenue but healthcare and education cuts are not the answer! The People of New York need their government to first look at where revenue can be brought in before making budget cuts crippling our great State. The answer is to collect the taxes on the sale of cigarettes on Native American reservations.
Governor Paterson, New York’s solution is simple; enforce the law by requiring tax stamps on all cigarettes that are sold to reservations and issue coupons for the reservation members who buy cigarettes for personal use!

Sincerely yours,

